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A CAO and Application Process
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Help with Applying to Third

Level 2025




ACAO stands for Central
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A Apprenticeships- contact employer directly

APLCs i apply to the college directly
e.g.LCFE.ie or www.fetchcourses.ie No
one deadline i applications ongoing

A Can do this as well as applying for CAO i
can also apply for UCAS, Eunicas etc
without it interfering with CAO
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A UK- UCAS.com
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ACAO Applications can be opened
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A Apply online on www.cao.ie

A The first time a student applies they will
receive a which allows them
to log in and out of their CAO account and
make changes to their CAO as many
times as they wish until 15t of Feb

A CAO number is different to the
they will receive that from the
school
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A First time they apply will enter personal
detalls such as name, address, DOB and
contact email address

A The importance of the contact email
address they put down iIs EXTREMELY
Important.

A DO NOT USE SCHOOL EMAIL
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A Need to check this email regularly i CAO
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A CAO reports that students not checking
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November 5th CAO online Application Facility opens
January 20th Apply online by this date ,avail of
N NIINT D aWe () N

NB must have Restricted Courses in
Application
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15% March Latest date for HEAR/DARE supporting
documentation to arrive in CAO Office
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May 6th Change of Mind facility opens 7 Free of
Charge!
July 15t 5.15pm Change of mind online facility closes

date.

Early September’)
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Early September HEI 6s registration be
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1. Points system

2. Matriculation and course requirements
3. Levels of Qualifications

4. Genuine order of preference
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The Points System:

Generally in the CAO system
No. of qualified applicants > No. of course places
--> selection system iIs needed.
Selection system used in Irish 3/ Level Colleges is

A Points are calculated from ONE sitting of the Leaving
Certificate only.

A Points total is calculated from SIX best subjects

A Entry Requirements can be satisfied over more than
one sitting of the Leaving Certificate (unless
otherwise stated eg. Medicine)
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New Points System since 201.7:

Higher Higher Ordinary | Ordinary
Level Level Level Level
Grades Points Grades Points
H1 100 90-100% o1 b6
HZ 88 80-89% o2 46
H3 77 70-79% O3 37
H4 66 60-69% 04 28
H5 b6 50-59% @) 20
H6 46 40-49% 06 12
H7 37 30-39% Q7 0]
H8 0] 0-29% 08 0]
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Higher Level Maths Points Scale:
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LCVP Points Scale:

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



The Points System:

Points change EVERY year i rise
and fall depending on

ACourses that are popular will
generally have

APoints have no bearing on the
or the value of any
course.



The Points System:

ADo not make choices based on

genuinely
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wIn April 2024, the Minister announced
e phased return to normal results
would start in 2025

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



for a college
e 05

requirements for entry.
It has nothing to do with points.



Basic College Matriculation:

Level 8 degrees: 2H5 and 4 O6/H7 grades
Level 6/7: 506/H7
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A Maths, English & Irish - most commonly required.

A A 3rd Language is required by the NUI colleges
except for Science, Nursing and Engineering
courses

A Most Business courses state a requirement in
Maths - not a Business subject!

A A minimum of one science subject is required for
paramedical and Scientific courses eg. Nursing,
Physiotherapy, Optometry

A At least one language either Irish OR
French/German for entry to UL courses
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ASome courses require a specific
grade In a subject before they are
allowed entry to the course T this
means even Iif the student got the
required points but not the
specific grade they would not be
allowed begin the course

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



A Biological and Chemical Sciences UL(03/H7 in
Maths) (O3/H6 in a lab science)

A Computing Technologies UL (02/H6 in Maths)

) = [\ / (Pt da¥Ye

HEEItZpathicks CAGI2025



Third thiny to urdersiacd. ..
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Framework
of Qualifications

Creatoibre Naisiunta na gCailiochtai

LEVEL
CERTIFICA7

FETAC - Further Education and Training Awards Council
SEC - State Examinations Commission (Department of Education & Science)
HETAC - Higher Education and Training Awards Council

DIT - Dublin Institute of Technology
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'k of Qualif

AWARDS IN THE FRAMEWORK

There are four types of award in the

Major Awards: are the principal class of awards made at a level

-
A Minor Awards: are for partial completion of the outcomes for a Major Award
| Supplemental Awards: are for learning that is additional to a Major Award
@ Special Purpose Awards: are for relatively narrow or purpose-specific achievement
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The Levels:

AOnce the Leaving Cert is completed

6,7 and 8
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AStudents have 20 choices in CAO

A10 choices from level 8 courses
and 10 from of level 6 and 7
courses

AEach list of 10 choices are treated
Independently



Laveals © 7 zirel &

A In August Students will hopefully get 2
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A This system is mainly used in the Tech
Universities

A This is when a student enters a course at
a level 6/7 but progresses on to a Level 8

ASome Level 808s in the
have an adjoining course In level 6/7
which mean that students can enter the
Level 8 once they have their 6/7
gualification
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A The Ladder System offers two ways into the
same course so basically the Level 6/7 pathway
can be a way of getting into a level 8 on lower
points!

A Eg: Applied Biology in TUS is a 3 year level 7
and can do a one year add on in Biotechnology.
The Applied Biology Level 7 was 297 points In
2024 and 1 t0os twlin cour ¢
called Biotechnology and Biopharm Science was
378 yet will end up on same course just different
entry system!
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curth thing to unaersteary...
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ORDER OF PREFERENCE - [l
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this presentation let it be this...

To do otherwise is a grave mistake.



They do not need to guess what the points are
going to be for the courses they are interested
In.

Simply list their courses in genuine order of
preference from the highest preference 1, to
the lowest preference 10.

If they are entitled to an offer, they will be
offered the highest preference that they are
entitled to.
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PLACE ALLOCATION ﬂﬂﬂ

We will look just at Level 8 courses, but exactly the
same process will take place with Level 7/6 courses,
and at the same time.

The importance of the applicant placing courses in
genuine order of preference will become apparent in
the following slides.



PLACE ALLOCATION I}ﬂ“

When examination results are released in August they
are entered into the CAO computer.

The computer checks each app

For each course the applicant has applied for, the
computer first determines if the applicant has the
minimum entrv reqguirements for the course.



PLACE ALLOCATION I}ﬂ“

‘ﬁk COURSE A
£ T A 625

COURSE B

550 A
A 600
™ 410 A
x 250 -~ 500
If the applicant meets the minimum entry requirements
for the course, the applican

for this course choice.

All eligible applicants are then placed in alist, in order
of academic merit, for each course that they applied
for.



PLACE ALLOCATION I}ﬂ“

*

20 OFFERS w 178 OFFERS
110 OFFERS / +). 48 OFFERS
60 OFFERMN #®0 OFFERS
80 OFFERS 240 OFFERS

The admissions officers of the Higher Education
Institutions tell CAO how many places are to be
offered on each course.

CAO then makes offers to the required number of
applicants on each course starting with the applicant
with the highest points and working down until
enough places have been offered.



PLACE ALLO™ “TI{ON I}ﬂ“

X

Should some applicants decline to accept their offers
these places become available in the next round of
offers.

They will be offered to the next applicants on the order
of merit list. This process continues until all the
places on the course are filled or until all the eligible

applicants on the order of merit list have been offered
Nnlacac



PLACE ALLOCATION: Hil

Xii A A

A A .. A A
AAA AA

These are the applicants for CK101 Arts in UCC.

The examination results have not yet been released, so
these applicants are in no particular order.

We are going to trace the progress of the applicant
marked in red.



PLACE ALLOCATION Hil

LCcKIo1 A A A &P
2. DN201 ‘\ A iy A A

3. AL850 % ‘ti i\ A

£ pt101 A A A A.

Applicants are placed in a gueue for each course they
applied for, their position in the queue Is determined
by their points.
The applicant with the highest points is placed at the
top of the queue. The points achieved by the
applicant in red determines her position in the queue
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PLACE ALLOCATION S

1. CK101 K _‘ ,“, ;‘
2. DN201 4‘\ A' B AEA

3. AL850 A A A A

10.P+|:>101 A A A A

The applicants marked in GREEN have enough points to
be offered places.

The applicant marked in RED has enough points for her
second preference.



PLACE ALLOCATION Hil

€

1. CK101

é A
2. DN201 A A %, “‘ “‘

The applicant in RED is offered her second p'reference,
the highest preference course that she has enough
points for, and she will now disappear from the queue
in all her lower choices.

Placing DN201 as her second preference meant that she
would prefer to receive an offer on DN201 than on any
other course except CK101 - which is her first
preference.

P
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Having been offered her second preference she must
now decide to accept it or to do nothing. If she does
not accept the offer the place will be offered to another
applicant in the next round of offers.

Regardless of whether she accepts or not she will still be
considered for an offer on her first preference if a
place becomes available. In the second round, one

more offer was made on CK101 and our applicant is
now at the top of the queue.

1. CK101

P
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1. CK101 K x

In the third round of offers two more offers are made
on CK101 and our applicant, who was at the top of
the queue, now receives an offer.

She may do nothing and remain in DN201 or she may
accept the offer and begin in CK101.



A Next diagram will show a student who
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Course:

1. Physio (UL) (590%)

2. Physio (TCD) (578)

3. Physio (UCD) (588)

4. Physio (RCSI) (569)

5. Health and Performance
UCD (542)

6. Athletic Therapy and
Training DCU (535)

7. Sport and Exercise Science
(UL) (502)

8. Sports Rehab and Athletic
Therapy (Carlow IT) (440)

9. Sport Science and Health
(DCU) (467)

10. Science (specin

physiology)(Uni of Galway)
(400)

2025

Pref: |Course:

1. Physiology and Health
(Carlow IT) (454)

2. Strength and
Conditioning in Thurles
(234)

3. Health and Leisure
ITT(204)

4. Sport Coaching and
Business Management
(Carlow IT) (700 7
combination of points
and portfolio)

5. Health Science and
Physiology (Sligo IT 298)

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.




A In this example the student scored 545 in his
Leaving Cert therefore the highest course he
was eligible for on his

A He also had enough points for numbers 6-10
but because he had Health and Performance
In Dublin higher up than those four they will
disappear and he will ONLY be offered Health
and Performance in UCD on the level 8 side
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A He will also be offered a level 6 in

two
offers
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Past Pupil Disaster!!!!

Psychology and Education (Mary 1) (552)
Psychology Uni of Galway (507)
Psychology UL (495)

Psychology and Sociology UL (478)
Psychology UCC (509)

Arts NUIG (300)

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



Past Pupil Disaster!!!!

Arts Uni of Galway (300)
Education and Psychology (Mary |) (552)

Psychology NUIG (507)

Psychology UL (495)
Psychology and Sociology UL (478)
Psychology UCC (509)
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Past Pupil Disaster!!!!

AShe got 570 and got offered Arts




AListing courses in Order of

course/area of
INnterest
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GENUINE ORDER s ﬂﬂﬂ

they do not need to guess what the points are going to be for
the courses they are interested in.

Simply list their courses in genuine order of preference from
the highest preference 1, to the lowest preference 10.

If they are entitled to an offer, they will be offered the highest
preference that they are entitled to.



Deadlines to be aware of by 15

of Feb:

RESTRICTED RESTRICTED
COURSES CATEGORIES
OF APPLICANT

SOCIO DISABILITIES
ECONOMIC /SLD
DISADVANTAGE
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A Care must be taken with courses that are
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A Students cannot apply for medicine
unless they have sat the HPAT

A Deadline to Register to sit HPAT is
17th Jan (need CAO number)

A 2025 applicants will sit HPAT online
between 14t-23rd Feb

AResults released late June

CAO 2025



P HPATadreland is conducted in February
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A Remote proctoring involves sitting the
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A Courses that require portfolios/auditions have
differ ISSI
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1St

February
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A DARE is Disability Access Route to
Education

AMany HEI 6s take accol
of a disability and/or specific learning
di ffirculty on a st ude
performance.

A May receive a reduction in points for
entry to courses but must still meet
minimum entry requirements
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A If they apply to DARE and meet the
application criteria (that is, are deemed
eligible for DARE) they may be offered a
place even If they do not have enough
Leaving Certificate points for their
preferred course.

A Each participating college and university
has a reserved number of places to offer
eligible DARE applicants at lower Leaving
Certificate points.,, .. ..




A Autism
A ADD/ADHD

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



A 1. Have they received intervention or

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



A 4. Has it impacted on their learning or
exam results?

A 5. Has it caused any other educational
Impact?

A 6. Required for applicants with a Specific
Learning Difficulty: Is it severely impacting
on their literacy or numeracy skills? Need
2 scores under 10" percentile

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



A Reduced Points: If they are eligible for
DARE they may be offered a place even If
t hey donodot have enouc

A The amount of points a particular course is

reduced by depends on:
U Overall number of places on the course
U Number of reserved DARE places

U The number of DARE eligible candidates competing for
those places
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A Depending on what condition they are
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Prioritisation:

A Prioritisation

of students with physical

and sensory disabilities as they are
particularly under represented in Third

Level
A Prioritisation

of applicants eligible for

both HEAR and DARE

A For students
Dyspraxia or

presenting with Dyslexia,
Dysgraphia a

psychologica
accepted

report of any age will be
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Please note:

AThey dondét have t
DARE to get support in college.

AAIl students with a verified
disability regardless of whether
got into college through DARE
can avall of academic, personal
and soclal supports in college

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



AApply to CAO by
: 1st of March

Section A
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Is to be filled in by school

must be completed by the
appropriate medical professional 1
applicants with a specific learning
difficulty send in a psychological report
Instead of Section C

A Section B and C must be received by
the CAO by the

A
A
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A | already have a list of students who I think
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AHEAR is a college and university
scheme which offers places on reduced
points and extra college support to
school leavers from socio-
economically disadvantaged
backgrounds

AHEAR applicants must meet a range of
financial, social and cultural indicators
to be considered for a reduced points
place
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A Reduced Points: If they are eligible for
HEAR they may be offered a place even If
t hey donodot have enouc

A The amount of points a particular course is

reduced by depends on:
U Overall number of places on the course
U Number of reserved HEAR places

U The number of HEAR eligible candidates competing for
those places
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A An Orientation Programme to introduce they to
university/college 1T see www.accesscollege.ie
for the 2025 Orientation dates.

A Extra tuition if required, study skills and exam
preparation.

A One to one meetings with student advisers.
A Social gatherings/mentoring.

A Extra financial assistance when available/advice
regarding grants and scholarships.
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To be eligible:

A Must meet a correct

1. Income 1T family income falls on or
below the HEAR Income limit
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HEAR Indicator 1:

Fewer than 4 ude6, 790

4-7 us1, 325
8 or more us55, 630

Add u4, 785 to the total fami/l
every sibling/parent enrolled in a full time college,
university or post leaving certificate course.
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A 1. Income i family income falls on or below
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A 4. Socio-economic group- they belong to a
group that is under-represented in higher
education eg.Non-manual Workers Group and
Semi and Unskilled Manual Workers group-
connected to Question 6

A 5. DEIS school attendance i they have
completed 5 years in a DEIS secondary school

A 6. Area profile i they live in an area where there
IS high unemployment and poverty and only a
small number of adults in the area have
attended Third Level
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meet Indicator 1 PLUS a

Criteria 1 and 2, plus one of criteria 4, 5 or 6
Criteria 1 and 3, plus one of criteria 4, 5 or 6
Criteria 1 and 4, plus one of criteria 5 or 6
Criteria 1, 5 and 6
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A 1. Apply online to CAO by 17:00 on 1 February 2025. CAO
applications open on 5 November 2025 at 12 noon.

A 2. No later than 17:00 on 1 March 2025, indicate itheir CAO
application that wish to apply for the HEAR scheme and fully
and correctly complete all elements of the online HEAR form.

A Once they have completed the HEAR application form, a
checklist will appear on screen tellinghey which documents
need to supply.

A 3. Post supporting documents to arrive in CAO no later than
17:00 on 15 March 2025.
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HEAR Key Dates:

1st Feb:
1st March:

15th March:

H.Fitzpatrick CAO 2025



HEAR/DARE Booklets:

A If require more information regarding
either HEAR/DARE applications
Information booklets available

A Also accesscollege.ie contains all the
relevant information

A Information Clinic on HEAR and DARE
TBC 1 held in Jan
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Please note:

A It is worth noting HEAR and DARE
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HEAR IS not to be confused

AT
S

AS

with grant system SUSI:

nird Level grants available through
USI

JSIl.ie Is the website with all relevant

Information on student grants etc

A Applications for 2025 not open yet but
last year opened in April 22"d and the
closing date was the 8t July
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Although Applications not
o:pene

A Can see if eligible for grant by doing the
Ready Reckoner on

A Can tick a box on CAO application to say
applying for CAO 1 this NOT an
application to SUSI but links the systems
together
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http://www.susi.ie/
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Eligibility Criteria Free Fees:

Tuition fees may be paid in respect of the ftiine students who have been
ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss State/United Kingdom for at least three of
the five years preceding their entry to their thifivel course and who meet the
criteria of the scheme. Eligibility under the scheme is determined at date of entry
to the course.

"= L9ADK G> L@= F9LAGF9DALQ ; JAL=JA9
section on the next page
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In order to meet the nationality criteria of the Free Fees
Initiative, students must meet one of the following:

i Students must be a national of
[0} an EU Member State,

[0} a state which is a contracting state to the EEA Agreement,
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Eligibility Criteria Free Fees:

N The scheme is subject to the following conditions:

n Tuition fees will be paid in respect only of students attending ftithe undergraduate courses.
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